Introduction
This chapter documents the characteristics, situations and repartnering behaviour of the formerly married and former cohabitees in Britain, summarizing research results from the literature to provide a contextual backdrop to our own research, and generating new material via analyses of various quantitative data sources.
The first section starts by considering broad patterns of demographic change of relevance to the formerly partnered and repartnering. Various key studies of the formerly partnered or related groups within the population are then examined, with relevant themes within these being highlighted. We then turn to some important dimensions of formerly partnered people's lives, specifically their material circumstances and employment situation, parenthood, and their health and well-being. Material relating to the social, cultural and policy context of the formerly partnered is then discussed.
Literature relating to the impact of past relationships is then examined, followed by literature relating to repartnering behaviour. Central to the latter is material documenting, or relevant to an understanding of, differentials in the likelihood of repartnering. Finally, there is a brief discussion of evidence showing who the formerly married and former cohabitees repartner.
Notwithstanding the literature discussed in the first section, there are considerable gaps in the 'empirical picture' of the formerly partnered in contemporary Britain, and there are a number of quantitative data sources that can be utilized to document further their characteristics, behaviour and views. Hence the second section uses some of these sources to extend our knowledge of who the formerly married and former cohabitees are, and especially what they think and do with respect to repartnering. Relevant demographic patterns and trends in Britain, and the 'Second Demographic Transition' Haskey (1999) has examined the impact on the prevalence of divorced people within the population of the quadrupling of the divorce rate in Britain between the late 1960s and mid-1990s. Between 1976 and 1996, the proportion of adults whose current marital status was divorced rose steadily from about 1 in 40 to nearly 1 in 12. This reflected in part a simultaneous decline in the remarriage rate to less than half of its initial value (1999: 19) . About a quarter of people whose legal marital status in 1996 was divorced were, in fact, cohabiting (1999: 21) . A more detailed examination of the relationship between marital status and cohabitation has shown that cohabitation rates were higher for younger divorced people (i.e. people in their twenties and thirties), and suggests that the cohabitation rate for divorced people rose between the late 1970s and mid-1980s, but did not continue to do so thereafter (Shaw and Haskey 1999: 12-13). Haskey reports higher cohabitation and remarriage rates among divorced men than among divorced women, leading to a greater number of women than men who were currently divorced and not living with a partner (1999: 19) .
Before 1970 fewer than 1 in 20 women marrying for the first time had cohabited pre-maritally with their husband, but by the mid-1990s more than 3 out of 4 had done so (Haskey 2001: 11) . A lack of equivalent data on cohabitation that did not lead to marriage makes tracking the trend in this form of cohabitation more difficult. However, Haskey reports that by 1998 more than a quarter of single people in the age range 25-49 had experienced at least one cohabitation of this sort, rising to more than two-fifths of single people in their late thirties (2001: 13). It thus seems likely that, in less than 30 years, former cohabitees have grown from a negligible sub-group of the British population to a substantial one. Berrington (2001) used data from a longitudinal study of the 1958 birth cohort (National Child Development Study: NCDS) to show that pregnancy and the presence of children increased the likelihood of a cohabitation turning into a legal marriage, and possibly also reduced the likelihood of cohabitation breakdown. Such effects may contribute to a differential in the prevalence of children between (unmarried) former cohabitees and the formerly married.
1 Bernhardt (2000) notes that partnership dissolution and subsequent repartnering are one aspect of a broader 'Second Demographic Transition': a fundamental, interconnected and perhaps irreversible set of family-related demographic changes in advanced industrial societies. These changes are arguably of comparable importance to those constituting the first 'Demographic Transition', wherein, in Britain, mortality and fertility rates declined between the eighteenth and early twentieth centuries (Coleman and Salt 1992: 63; Jackson 1998: 51-2) . Lesthaeghe has outlined and interpreted the components of the 'Second Demographic Transition'. The initial demographic changes, which for the most part started or took place during the
